
MINUTES
MACOMB COUNTY PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION

REGULAR MEETING
JULY 12, 2006

President Perna began the meeting at 7:30 a.m. held at Freedom Hill County Park.

ROLL CALL
In Attendance:

James M. Perna, President
Gasper Salerno, Vice-President
Ann E. Klein, Secretary
Dino F. Bucci Jr., Sgt. At Arms
Phillip A. DiMaria
Anthony Lipinski
Timothy M. Malone
Thomas L. Raymus
Marvin E. Sauger
Betty Slinde

Excused:
Gene Schabath, Rep. Anthony Marrocco

Others Present:
Anthony G. Casasanta, Sharon Quinn and David Humbyrd, Parks & Recreation;
Jim Meyerand of Corporation Counsel

ADOPTION OF AGENDA

A MOTION BY MR. DIMARIA, SUPPORTED BY MR. SALERLNO WAS MADE APPROVING THE
AGENDA WITH ADDITIONS UNDER NEW BUSINESS: 8C. POLISH FESTIVAL PARKING REQUEST
AND 8D. WHIRLYBIRD RENEWAL CONTRACT REQUEST.  MOTION CARRIED.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - None

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. KLEIN, SUPPORTED BY MS. SLINDE APPROVING THE MINUTES
OF JUNE 1, 2006 WITH A REVISION THAT JIM MEYERAND WAS IN ATTENDANCE.  MOTION
CARRIED.

BUDGET REPORT

Mr. Casasanta commented that revenue and catering commission figures are not correct.  The actual
public parking fees revenue is approximately $60,000 and there is no catering commission at this time.
Mr. Casasanta stated he would be calling Finance to discuss this matter.

Ms. Klein brought up another subject matter that the HarleyFest parking fee should be set at $10 in order
to handle change with customers more expeditiously.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MR. DIMARIA, SUPPORTED BY MR. SALERNO APPROVING THE
BUDGET REPORT WITH THE EXCEPTION ON THE REVENUE AND CATERING COMMISSION
FIGURES, AS ADJUSTMENTS NEED TO BE MADE.  MOTION CARRIED.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mr. Malone inquired about any feedback to correspondence regarding Hillside Productions staff passing
out literature and talking with patrons at the main gates.  Mr. Casasanta responded he really did not
receive clarification from Hillside.  Mr. Meyerand explained that it has been an ongoing concern with the
Sheriff Department that cars move quickly through the main gates in order to get traffic off 16 Mile Road.
Mr. Meyerand further pointed out that handing out literature at the front entrance of the Park defeats the
purpose of prepaid tickets.
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Mr. Meyerand expressed to Mr. Malone that the Sheriff Department’s concern about traffic flow prompted
a letter by the Park to Hillside Productions regarding this matter.

OLD BUSINESS

None.

NEW BUSINESS

St. Ronald’s SummerFest for June 22-24, 2007 Request

Mr. Casasanta recommended approving St. Ronald’s 2007 SummerFest event, as the dates are
available.

A MOTION BY MS. KLEIN, SUPPORTED MR. RAYMUS WAS MADE APPROVING ST. RONALD’S
SUMMERFEST JUNE 22-24, 2007.  MOTION CARRIED.

Saturday Outdoor Markets Request

Mr. Casasanta introduced Gloria Johnson coordinator for Outdoor Markets to the Commission.  Mr.
Casasanta recommended holding outdoor markets on Saturdays so long as they do not conflict with other
public events and suggested they end at noon during other public scheduled events.

Mr. Salerno suggested Saturday markets be held throughout the year with the exception of two months
July and August and raised concerns with overflow parking in paved lot and the crossing over of
pedestrians to the west lot.

Ms. Johnson stated she would hire a person to monitor parking of market goers in the west lot only.

Ms. Klein stated that the best months for Saturday markets are July and August.

Further discussion ensued.

A MOTION WAS MADE BY MS. KLEIN, SUPPORTED BY MR. SAUGER TO APPROVE SATURDAY
OUTDOOR MARKETS FOR REMAINDER OF 2006 SEASON WITH THE EXCEPTION OF
CONFLICTING PARK  EVENTS.  MOTION CARRIED.

Polish Festival Request for $7.00 Parking Fee

Mr. Casasanta recommended approval on $7.00 parking fees with a $2.00 rebate to the Polish American
Century Club.

A MOTION BY MR. DIMARIA, SUPPORTED BY MS. KLEIN WAS MADE APPROVING PARK
ADMINISTRATOR’S RECOMMENDATION OF $7.00 PARKING FEES FOR POLISH FESTIVAL.
MOTION CARRIED.

Whirlybird Request to Renew Contract

Mr. Casasanta recommended approval of the Whirlybird group to use the West lot for aerial flying as they
have in past years.  He further stated they have their insurance rider up to date and utilize the Park during
none scheduled events.

A MOTION BY MR. DIMARIA, SUPPORTED BY MR. LIPINSKI WAS MADE APPROVING THE PARK
ADMINISTRATOR’S RECOMMENDATION TO RENEW THE 2006-2007 WHIRLYBIRD’S CONTRACT
FOR SEASONAL FLYING.  MOTION CARRIED.
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OTHER

Mr. Casasanta reported that the 4th of July Fireworks and July 5th Band of Flight went very well.   Mr.
Casasanta commented that the Vietnam wall memorial ceremony was well attended and the F-16
flyovers and two helicopters added a nice touch to the event.

Mr. Malone conveyed compliments made by Mr. George Parker (Sterling Heights resident and Vietnam
Veteran) to the Park staff for a fine job on the ceremony.

Mr. Humbyrd, Park Foreman, reported that approximately 400 cars were parked during the Vietnam
Veterans wall memorial ceremony.

Mr. Casasanta reported one medical incident occurred involving a lady suffering from heat stroke.  He
further commented there were no problems during the 4th of July Fireworks per the Sheriff Department
and about 1,200 people attended the Band of Flight concert on July 5th.

Mr. Perna stated the Adhoc Committee on Fireworks would be on the next Parks Commission agenda.

Mr. Perna reported the Park received a plaque from the Vietnam Veterans Group for participation in the
ceremony.  Also, Mr. Perna stated that the Air Force orchestra leader indicated the Band of Flight could
return next year upon advance notice.

Comments were made on the need for more publicity on the Band of Flight event.

Mr. DiMaria asked Mr. Casasanta for monthly reports on cars parked at each event and revenue
collected.

Mr. Salerno asked if there were any complaints on the HarleyFest event.  Mr. Casasanta responded he
did not receive any complaints.

Ms. Klein asked for the status of the Master Plan Committee meetings.  Mr. Casasanta stated that a
meeting is scheduled in the next few weeks and Ms. Klein is on the list to receive notice.  Mr. Casasanta
also stated that the Outdoor Markets proposal has been forwarded to the Planning Department as part of
the Master Plan.

ADJOURNMENT

A MOTION BY SUPPORTED BY MR. DIMARIA, SUPPORTED BY MS. SLINDE  WAS  MADE TO
ADJOURN THE COMMISSION MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED.

President Perna adjourned the Parks & Recreation Commission meeting at 8:00 a.m.

Sincerely,

Ann E. Klein, Secretary
Macomb County Parks & Recreation Commission
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